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states the increasing expenses caused by war and the
growth of a district system resulted in gradual failure to
support the old grammar schools. In spite of mounting
fines imposed by law, these institutions had fallen into
disuse before the close of the eighteenth century, and their
place was being generally taken by academies. The new
movement was given a special impulse through the founda-
tion of the two historic Phillips academies at Andover and
Exeter and the conversion of the old Dummer Grammar
School into an academy (see p. 170). Four more acade-
mies were added within the decade, and, to meet the
growing needs of secondary education, the Bay State
started the custom of endowing academies with wild
lands in the province of Maine. This method of founda-
tion was recognized by statute in 1797, and seven acade-
mies — four in Massachusetts proper and three in Maine
— were then endowed with a township apiece, while sub-
sequently some fourteen more were chartered by the towns
and empowered by the state to hold educational funds.
During the first half of the nineteenth century the
academies reached their height and became the dominant
form of secondary education throughout New England.
Similar projects had likewise been carried out in all the
other states, both old and new. In New York the first
two of these institutions, Erasmus Hall in Brooklyn and
Clinton Academy in East Hampton (Long Island) were
not chartered by the Regents until 1787, but after that
others sprang up rapidly. In the course of the transition
over one hundred other academies were founded in New
York, and there was a corresponding development in the
other Middle states. The number of institutions founded
in the South was even larger. Georgia alone had estab-
lished one hundred and twenty academies before the close

